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@> Improved control cable and related dynamic seal. 

(57) A new remote control cable (11) has a core 
(39) with a jacket (43) made of nylon 12 having 
pdytetrafluoroethylene as a constituent. The 
"gap" between the cable core (39) and the 
cable conduit (45) is decreased compared to 
corresponding prior art cables and the thick- 
ness of the core jacket (43) is about three times 
that of corresponding prior art cables. Core 
column strength is about doubled. The cable 
(11) is equipped with a new dynamic sealing 
device (10) made of a thermoplastic 
polyurethane. Such device (10) has a pair of 
sealing ridges (69, 71) of differing diameter 
which bear against a rod (37a) moving with 
respect to the cable conduit (45). The outer 
ridge (69) excludes airborne contaminants and 
the inner ridge (71) retains a synthetic lubricant 
(53). 
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Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to joint packings 
and machine elements and mechanisms and, more 
particularly, to dynamic seals and to related control 
cables used for manipulating levers and the like from 
a remote location. 

Background of the Invention 

Many types of machines such as construction 
equipment and watercraf t have mechanisms, the pos- 
itions of which need to be changed from time to time 
as the machine is operated. For example, construc- 
tion "dozers" and agricultural tractors usually employ 
hydraulic valves, the mounted location of which is well 
removed from the location of the machine operator. 
However, the operator needs to change the valve pos- 
ition from time to time to, e.g., raise a dozer blade, 
lower a plow or the like. 

Many types of watercraf t, e.g., pleasure and com- 
mercial vessels, present a similar requirement. The 
helmsperson is required to manipulate steering link- 
ages, engine throttles and the like from the remotely- 
located vessel helm. Commercial buses have similar 
requirements in that the driver must control the throt- 
tle of the engine (which may be at the rear of the bus) 
or control the transmission using a nearby foot trea- 
dle or control handle, respectively. 

Remote control cables (and seals used there- 
with) have been used for decades for such purposes. 
A common type of control cable has an outer "conduit" 
which is held stationary by anchoring it with a clamp 
or to a bulkhead or the like. An inner "core" is spaced 
from and movable with respect to the conduit Often, 
lubricant is applied between the conduit and the core 
to reduce friction. A "dynamic seal," i.e., one sealing 
between the stationary cable sleeve and the moving, 
rigid rod portion of the core, is used to confine the lu- 
bricant in the cable and exclude airborne dirt partic- 
les. 

In a typical application, the rigid rod at one end of 
such core is coupled to a control handle or steering 
mechanism manipulated by the machine operator. 
The other end of the core is coupled (also by using a 
rod or the like) to that which is being remotely control- 
led, e.g., a hydraulic valve, engine throttle or out- 
board motor steering linkage. When the control han- 
dle is manipulated, the core is "pushed" or "pulled." 
That is, the core is placed in compression or tension, 
respectively. 

Such remote control cables are ideal in many ap- 
plications since they are generally straightforward in 
application (as compared to electronic controls, for 
example) and relatively easy to maintain. A leading 
manufacturer of such remote control cables is Morse 
Controls Division of IMO Industries, Inc., Hudson, 
Ohio. 
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Notwithstanding the enormous acceptance of 
such remote control cables, they are not without prob- 
lems. One relates to a physical characteristic known 
as "column strength" which is a factor limiting the 

5 compressive force which can (or at least should) be 
applied to the core when the core is pushed. Column 
strength is a limitation since if too much compressive 
force is applied, the core tends to deform by "kinking" 
or buckling and/or to be urged to "sliding-friction-con- 

10 tact" with the inner surface of the conduit. As a result, 
the remote control arrangement may operate only by 
applying excessive force to the control handle. 

Another disadvantage involves the core-conduit 
lubricant. Lubricants prior used in such applications 

15 tend to create more "drag" than is desired. And the 
configuration of the dynamic seal is such that the lu- 
bricant leaks past the seal to the exterior of the rod. 
Such leaked lubricant attracts airborne dirt particles 
which, in turn, can migrate into the cable and shorten 

20 its life, sometimes materially. Or the dynamic seal is 
inadequate to satisfactorily exclude such dirt, even if 
no leaking lubricant is present. 

Earlier efforts to resolve the leakage and dirt mi- 
gration problems have involved seals which 

25 "squeeze" against the moving rod very tightly and/or 
have a large surface area contacting such rod. Seals 
of the former type tend to wear quickly and either ap- 
proach increases the effort required to manipulate the 
control handle and diminishes the positioning accura- 

30 cy with which such manipulation is performed. And if 
the seal is sufficiently "loose" against the rod to re- 
duce operating effort to an acceptable level, such 
seal does a less-than-exemplary job of sealing lubri- 
cant inside the cable while excluding dirt 

35 Yet another disadvantage of known control 
cables involves the conduit, the core and a physical 
phenomenon known as the "coefficient of friction" be- 
tween such conduit and core. Generally speaking, the 
effort required to manipulate a control handle is pro- 

40 portional to the coefficient of friction with higher coef- 
ficients resulting in greater effort. 

Coefficients of friction are of two types. One is 
the "static" coefficient of friction, i.e., that between 
the core and conduit when the core is stationary but 

45 being urged to move. The "dynamic" coefficient of 
friction (or sliding coefficient of friction, as it is some- 
times referred to) is that between the core and con- 
duit when the core is moving inside the conduit. In 
known control cables, static and dynamic coefficients 

so of friction on the order of 0.22 and 0.29, respectively, 
are exemplary. 

Still another disadvantage of known control 
cables involves what are known in the industry as 
"backlash" and "lost motion." Backlash is measured at 

55 low cable load and is the motion required (in linear 
measurement) at the cable input end, i.e., at the con- 
trol handle end, before motion occurs at the output 
end. Lost motion involves the same measurement but 
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at high cable load. 

Heretofore, designers of control cables have re- 
sorted to increasing the radial dimension of the annu- 
lar space or "gap* between the core and the conduit 
in an effort to reduce friction and make the core easier 
to move. But increasing the dimension of such space 
has the undesirable result of increasing backlash and 
lost motion. On the other hand, decreases in such ra- 
dial dimension often resulted in cables which exhibit- 
ed high friction and were hard to operate. 

A new dynamic sealing device and related control 
cable which addresses the above disadvantages and 
which makes possible a remote control installation 
exhibiting improved frictional, column strength and 
sealing capabilities would be an important advance in 
the art. 

Objects of the Invention 

It is an object of the invention to provide an im- 
proved dynamic seal and related control cable over- 
coming some of the problems and shortcomings of 
the prior art. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an 
improved dynamic seal and related control cable 
which reduce control handle effort. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an 
improved dynamic seal which more satisfactorily re- 
tains lubricant within a control cable. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an 
improved dynamic seal which more satisfactorily ex- 
cludes airborne contaminants from a control cable. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a dy- 
namic seal which is optimized to provide an improved 
combination of reduced drag force, reduced lubricant 
leakage and endurance over hundreds of thousands 
of cycles of operation. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide 
a control cable with a core having improved column 
strength over cores of comparable earlier control 
cables. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an 
improved control cable exhibiting dramatically-re- 
duced static and dynamic coefficients of friction. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a 
control cable exhibiting more favorable backlash and 
lost motion characteristics. 

How these and other objects are accomplished 
will become more apparent from the following de- 
scriptions and from the drawing. 

Summary of the Invention 

The invention involves a device such as a dynam- 
ic seal for sealing the thin annular space between a 
stationary portion of a control cable, e.g., the cable 
sleeve, and a control member mounted for movement 
with respect to such sleeve. (Typically, a "control 



member" - often in the form of a rigid rod - is used 
at both the input and output ends of a control cable.) 
The sealing device (a) has a first end and a second 
end, (b) has a first ridge at the first end which seats 
5 against the control member, and (c) is attached to the 
sleeve at the second end. 

In the improvement, the sealing device includes 
a second ridge between the first ridge and the second 
end and spaced from the first ridge, preferably by at 
10 least 1.5 to 2 times the axially-measured dimension 
of a ridge base portion. The control cable has a lubri- 
cant within it (between the cable conduit and the 
cable core) and such cable is surrounded by ambient 
air which, very often, has airborne particulate cen- 
ts taminants. 

The first ridge (that ridge closest to the device ex- 
terior) substantially prevents the contaminants from 
entering the cable. On the other hand, the second 
ridge substantially retains the lubricant within the 
20 cable. To put it another way, the new sealing device 
"segregates" the lubricant-retention function from the 
contaminant-excluding function. For lubricant to es- 
cape or for contaminants to enter, either must get past 
both ridges, an unlikely event. 
25 In another aspect of the invention, each of the 
ridges is generally triangular in cross-section. And 
each such ridge has an apex-like edge with an includ- 
ed angle. In a highly preferred arrangement, the in- 
cluded angle of the first ridge and that of the second 
30 ridge are substantially equal to one another and are 
about 90°. 

The rod-like control member has a central axis 
extending along it Each of the ridges has an "interior- 
directed" face, i.e., a surface facing generally toward 

35 what may be referred to as the interior portion of the 
cable. Each such interior-directed face defines an in- 
cluded face angle with the central axis and in the pre- 
ferred embodiment, such face angles are substantial- 
ly equal to one another. 

40 Further, each of the ridges has an "exterior-di- 
rected" face, i.e., a surface facing generally toward 
the rod-engaging end of the device. Each exterior-di- 
rected face also defines an included face angle with 
the central axis and, preferably, such face angles are 

45 substantially equal to one another. In a most highly 
preferred configuration, all of the face angles (those 
involving both the interior and exterior-directed faces) 
are substantially equal to one another and are about 
45° (or 135°, depending upon how the face angle is 

50 measured). 

In another aspect of the invention, the first ridge 
of the sealing device has an edge circumscribing a 
first ridge area, i.e., the area of the circular opening 
bounded by such edge. Similarly, the second ridge 

55 has an edge circumscribing a second ridge area and 
in the preferred embodiment, the ridge areas are dif- 
ferent from one another so that they provide different 
"squeeze factors" as to the rod or rod-like control 
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member against which they seal. 

Considering such first and second ridge areas in 
view of the rod cross-sectional area, the first ridge 
area is preferably in the range of 10-18% less than the 
rod cross-sectional area and most preferably is about 5 
12-14% less than such area. Further, the second 
ridge area is preferably in the range of 7-11% less 
than the rod cross-sectional area and most preferably 
is about 9% less than such area. Since the rod and the 
first ridge fit somewhat more snugly to one another, 10 
the first ridge is said to have a greater squeeze factor. 

In a highly preferred embodiment, the sealing de- 
vice is of one-piece construction. Such device is 
made of a homogeneous plastic-like material, e.g., a 
thermoplastic polyurethane, having about 15% poly- 15 
tetraf luoroethylene (PTFE) entrained therein. That is 
to say, the plastic-like material is homogeneous and 
the PTFE is blended uniformly throughout such ma- 
terial rather than being "layered 0 or "faced" thereon. 
The new sealing device provides dramatically im- 20 
proved performance and was discovered only after 
repeated tests of a number of devices having several 
other configurations. 

Yet another aspect of the invention involves the 
combination of the new sealing device and the related 25 
control cable. In the cable, the rod-like control mem- 
ber is coupled to a core coaxial with such control 
member. (Often, the core includes a spiral-wrapped 
stranded wire "rope." Such rope has great strength 
and can rather readily be bent around corners and the 30 
like.) The core has a jacket and in the invention, such 
jacket is formed of a material which includes polyte- 
trafluoroethylene (PTFE). 

Preferably, such jacket material is a homogene- 
ous material known as nylon 12 and has about 15- 35 
25% (most preferably, about 20%) PTFE powder 
blended uniformly throughout Significantly, such 
material has been known for an estimated two dec- 
ades -- the ingenuity and persistence of the applicant 
were required to successfully apply it to remote con- 40 
trol cables. Insofar as is known, applicant is the first 
to do so. 

In a control cable, the conduit and the core (and, 
specifically, the core jacket if there is a jacket) have 
a coefficient of friction (dry) with respect to one an- 45 
other. In the invention, the dry coefficient of friction 
is less than about 0.20. 

More specifically, the static coefficient of friction 
is less than about 0.12 and the dynamic coefficient of 
friction is less than about 0.18. This compares to dry 50 
static and dynamic coefficients of friction of about 
0.22 and 0.29, respectively, in corresponding prior art 
cable. 

Certain types of control cables use a conduit (that 
part of the cable in which the core moves) which has 55 
an inner liner. A "liner 0 is often referred to as such 
since it is inside the conduit and is a separate conduit 
layer. Further, certain types of remote control cables 



113A2 6 

use a core having a jacket surrounding the aforemen- 
tioned wire rope and have a lubricant between the 
liner and the jacket In another aspect of the inven- 
tion, the lubricant is a synthetic lubricant 

Preferably, such lubricant has a National Lubrica- 
tion Grease institute (NLGI) index of between 1 .2 and 
1 .8, most preferably about 1 .5. (Such index is roughly 
analogous to viscosity of motor oil.) The preferred lu- 
bricant contains at least about 1 0% PTFE powder and 
most preferably about 20-30% PTFE powder. Such lu- 
bricant has been in use for an estimated 15 years for 
aircraft non-control-cable applications and has been 
available to all manufacturers of remote control 
cables. Insofar as is known, applicant is the first to 
discover how such a lubricant may advantageously 
be used in control cables. 

In the objects of the invention, mention was made 
of a control cable having a core with improved column 
strength. In the invention, the jacket has a cylindrical 
wall which is annular in cross-section. In a preferred 
cable, the wall has a radial thickness in excess of 
about 0.029-0.030 inches. This compares to a thick- 
ness of about 0.0155 inches in the corresponding pri- 
or art cable. And most preferably, the wall thickness 
is in excess of about 0.040, e.g., about 0.047 inches. 

Such increase in wall thickness (by up to a factor 
of 3) contributes dramatically to the column strength 
of the core, increasing it up to about twice that of the 
core column strength of the corresponding prior art 
cable. A benefit of such increased column strength is 
that when the control cable is used in applications 
where the core must be "pushed" (placed in compres- 
sion), much higher forces can be applied without sub- 
stantial risk of core deformity. 

In other words, the core has a much-reduced ten- 
dency to flex when loaded in compression. This pro- 
vides greatly enhanced fatigue resistance and useful 
product operating life. And unlike the corresponding 
prior art cable, the new cable is free of "armor" around 
the wire rope central portion. An armor-free core is 
significantly less expensive to manufacture. (An "ar- 
mor" core has a wire rope central portion spirally over- 
wrapped with an "armor" comprising a thin, ribbon-li- 
ke steel band swaged in place. The jacket overlays 
such armor or, in the new cable, the wire rope.) 

In a remote control cable, there is an annular 
"gap" or space between the inner liner and the core. 
In the invention, the radial dimension of the space 
does not exceed about 0.0075 inches. Such dimen- 
sion represents a reduction of about 0.0025 inches 
from the radial dimension of the space in the corre- 
sponding prior art cable. And as noted above, a re- 
duced gap dimension reduces backlash and lost mo- 
tion, very desirable results. 

Further details regarding the new sealing device 
and the related remote control cable are set forth in 
the following detailed description and in the drawing. 



4 



7 



EP0 681 113 A2 



8 



Brief Description of the Drawing 

FIGURE 1 is a side elevation view in phantom 
representation showing a typical application, a bus 
accelerator control, for the invention. 

FIGURE 2 is a side elevation view, partly in 
cross-section, of the new flexible control cable. Parts 
are shown in cross-section and other parts in full rep- 
resentation. 

FIGURE 3 is an enlarged side elevation view in 
full cross-section of the conduit and core portion of 
the cable of FIGURE 2. 

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged end elevation view in 
full cross-section of the conduit and core portion of 
the cable of FIGURE 2 and taken in the viewing plane 
4-4 thereof. 

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged cross-section side ele- 
vation view of the new sealing device in a repose pos- 
ition. 

FIGURE 6 is a greatly enlarged cross-section 
side elevation view of a portion of the sealing device 
of FIGURE 5 in a repose position. Parts are broken 
away and the device is shown in conjunction with a 
control member in dashed outline and not to scale. 

FIGURE 7 is a view like that of FIGURE 6 except 
the sealing device is squeezed against the control 
member. 

FIGURE 8 is an enlarged cross-section elevation 
view of the sealing device taken along the viewing 
plane 8-8 of FIGURE 5. 

FIGURE 9 is an enlarged cross-section end ele- 
vation view of the rod-like control member against 
which the device of FIGURE 5 seals. 

FIGURE 10 is an enlarged cross-section eleva- 
tion view of the sealing device taken along the viewing 
plane 10-10 of FIGURE 5. 

FIGURE 11 is an enlarged half cross-section ele- 
vation view of a prior art sealing device. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

Before describing the several, highly-innovative 
features of the inventive device 10 and related cable 
11, it may be helpful to have a better understanding 
of how the device 10 and cable 11 may be used. In 
fundamental terms, both are used to transmit "push- 
ing" and/or "pulling" force from one location, typically 
that of a machine operator, to another location, i.e., 
that of the lever, linkage or the like which is being con- 
trolled. 

In FIGURE 1, the bus 13 has an accelerator pedal 
1 5 mounted near its forward end and a rear-mounted 
engine 17 having a throttle linkage 19. Aflexible con- 
trol cable 11 extends between the pedal 15 and the 
linkage 19 so that pedal pressure accelerates the en- 
gine 17- and the bus 13. 

Referring to FIGURES 2, 3 and 4, various com- 
ponent parts of the control cable 11 will now be iden- 



tified. Such cable 11 has a tube-like outer hub 21 
which includes a liner 23. Telescoped Into the hub 21 
is a sleeve 25 which has a sleeve liner 27. A sleeve 
seal 29 prevents contaminants from entering the 

5 cable 11 between the sleeve 25 and hub 21. 

Two nuts 31 and two washers 33 are used to se- 
cure the cable 11 in position through a bulkhead (a ve- 
hicle floor or firewall, for example) and the nuts 31 are 
tightened for holding. Another closely similar arrange- 
to ment (not shown) has a groove-like "radius" in the hub 
21. Rather than using nuts 31, a clamp Is applied at 
the radius to hold the cable 11 in position. 

Each end of the cable 11 (only one end being 
shown) has a rigid, rod-like control member 37 to 

15 which is attached the "input mechanism," e.g., the ac- 
celerator pedal 15 shown in FIGURE 1, or the control- 
led lever "output mechanism", a linkage or the like, 
such as the engine throttle linkage 19. The surface 
finish of such member 37 is preferably in the range of 

20 14-20 microinch RMS. 

Interposed between the control members 17 is a 
core 39. The core 39 has an interior portion compris- 
ing a stranded, spiral-wound wire rope 41 overlayed 
with a concentric core jacket 43. (Such rope 41 has 

25 great strength and can rather readily be bent around 
corners and the like.) It should be appreciated, how- 
ever, that some control cables use a solid, flexible 
wire in place of the rope 41 or may have other core 
configurations. It is the core portion of the cable 11 

do which moves and transmits force, pushing or pulling 
force, between the control members 37. 

Surrounding and slightly spaced from the core 39 
is a conduit 45 which is stationary with respect to such 
core 39. Such conduit 45 has an inner liner 47, an out- 

35 er covering 49 and a reinforcing wire braid 51 be- 
tween the liner 47 and the covering 49. Commonly, a 
lubricant 53 is between the core jacket 43 and the 
conduit liner 47 to help reduce friction. 

Adjacent to each control member 37 is the above- 

40 noted sleeve 25 which, like the conduit 45, is station- 
ary with respect to the core 39. Between the sleeve 
25/sleeve liner 27 and the control member 37 is a very 
thin annular clearance 55 which leads into the interior 
of the cable 11 and is in communication with the 

45 space 57 between the conduit 45 and the core 39. 

From the foregoing, two facts are apparent. One 
is that absent other structure, the lubricant 53 can 
leak out through the clearance 55 and its effective- 
ness lost Another is that airborne dirt particles 59 can 

50 enter the clearance 55, abrade the jacket 43 and the 
liner 47 and materially shorten the life of the cable 1 1 . 
Lubricant loss and entry of dirt are both important 
concerns, particularly in an application such as a con- 
struction dozer which frequently works in dust and 

55 dirt. 

Referring to FIGURE 11, the two-piece prior art 
seal 201 shown therein was heretofore used to seal 
the clearance 55. Such seal 201 has an outer body 
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203 and an inner liner 205 made of a materia) dispar- 
ate from that used to make the body 203. A single 
ridge 207 seals against the rod-like control member 
37 and in use, dirt particles 59 are on one side of the 
ridge 207 and lubricant 53 is on the other. 5 

Referring now to FIGURES 5, 6 and 7, the inven- 
tion involves a new dynamic sealing device 10 for 
sealing the thin annular clearance 55 between a sta- 
tionary portion of a control cable 11, e.g., the cable 
sleeve 25, and a control member 37 mounted for 10 
movement with respect to such sleeve 25. (The de- 
vice 10 is referred to as "dynamic 0 since, unlike the 
sleeve seal 29, the device 10 seals between a station- 
ary part and a movable part) 

The sealing device 10 has a first end 61 which 15 
provides sealing and a second end 63 which has 
barb-like portions 65. Such portions 65 fit into con- 
formably-shaped grooves 67 in the sleeve 25 and the 
device 10 is thereby firmly retained on the sleeve 25. 

At its first end 61, the device 1 0 has a first ridge 20 
69 which seals against the control member 37 and 
also includes a second ridge 71 which seals against 
such member 37. The second ridge 71 is between the 
first ridge 69 and the second end 63 and is spaced 
from the first ridge 69, preferably by at least 1 .5 to 2 25 
times the axially-measured dimension of a ridge base 
portion 73. The control cable 11 has a lubricant 53 
within it (between the cable conduit 45 and the cable 
core 39) and such cable 11 is surrounded by ambient 
air 75 which, very often, has airborne particles 59. 30 

The first ridge 69 (that ridge closest to the device 
exterior) substantially prevents the particles 59 from 
entering the cable 11 and the second ridge 71 sub- 
stantially retains the lubricant 53 within the cable 11. 
The new sealing device 10 Segregates" the lubricant- 35 
retention function from the contaminant-excluding 
function. For lubricant 53 to escape or for dirt particles 
59 to enter, either must get past both ridges 69, 71, 
an unlikely event 

As best seen in FIGURES 5 and 6, each of the 40 
ridges 69, 71 is generally triangular in cross-section. 
And each such ridge 69, 71 has an apex-like edge 
with an included angle A1 , A2, respectively. In a highly 
preferred arrangement, the included angle A1 of the 
first ridge 69 and that of the second ridge 71 are sub- 45 
stantially equal to one another and are about 90°. 

In another aspect of the invention, the rod-like 
control member 37 has a central axis 81 extending 
along it. Each of the ridges 69, 71 has an "interior-di- 
rected 0 face 83, 85, respectively, i.e., a surface facing so 
generally toward what may be referred to as the inter- 
ior portion of the cable 11 . Projected, each such inter- 
ior-directed face 83, 85 defines an included face an- 
gle A3, A4 with the central axis 81 and in the preferred 
embodiment, such face angles A3, A4 are substantial- 55 
ly equal to one another and are about 45°. 

Further, each of the ridges 69, 71 has an "exter- 
ior-directed 0 face 91, 93, respectively, i.e., a surface 



facing generally toward the rod-engaging end 61 of 
the device 10. Projected each exterior-directed face 
91 , 93 also defines an included face angle A5, A6, re- 
spectively, with the central axis 81 and, preferably, 
such face angles A5, A6 are also substantially equal 
to one another and are about 45°. It has been found 
through extensive testing that face angles A3-A6 as 
described above provide optimum performance, ir- 
respective of whether the control member 37 is being 
moved inward or outward with respect to the sleeve 
25. 

Referring now to FIGURES 8, 9 and 10, the edge 
77 of the first ridge 69 circumscribes a first ridge area 
95, i.e., the area 95 of the circular opening bounded 
by such edge 77 and through which the member 37 
extends. Similarly, the edge 79 of second ridge 71 cir- 
cumscribes a second ridge area 97 through which the 
member 37 extends. In the preferred embodiment, 
the ridge areas 95, 97 are different from one another 
so that they provide different "squeeze factors" as to 
the rod or rod-like control member 37 against which 
they seal. 

Considering such first and second ridge areas 
95, 97 in view of the cross-sectional area 99 of the rod 
37a, the first ridge area 95 is preferably in the range 
of 10-18% less than the rod cross-sectional area 99 
and most preferably is about 12-14% less than such 
area 99. Further, the second ridge area 97 is prefer- 
ably in the range of 7-11% less than the rod cross- 
sectional area 99 and most preferably is about 9% 
less than such area 99. Since the first ridge 69 fits 
somewhat more snugly to the rod 37a than does the 
second ridge 71, the first ridge 69 is said to have a 
greater squeeze factor. 

In a highly preferred embodiment, the sealing de- 
vice 10 is of one-piece construction. Such device 10 
is made of a homogeneous plastic-like material, e.g., 
a thermoplastic potyurethane, having about 15% 
polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) entrained therein. 
That is to say, the plastic-like material is homogene- 
ous and the PTFE is blended uniformly throughout 
such material rather than being "layered" or "faced" 
thereon. The new sealing device 10 provides dramat- 
ically improved performance and was discovered 
only after repeated tests of a number of devices hav- 
ing several other configurations. 

Yet another aspect of the invention involves the 
core jacket 43. Such jacket 43 is formed of a material 
which includes polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE). Pre- 
ferably, such jacket material is a homogeneous ma- 
terial known as nylon 1 2 and has about 1 5-25% (most 
preferably, about 20%) PTFE powder blended uni- 
formly throughout Significantly, such material has 
been known for an estimated two decades - the in- 
genuity and persistence of the applicant were re- 
quired to successfully apply it to remote control 
cables 11. Insofar as is known, applicant is the first to 
do so. 
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And that is not ail. There are yet other features 
contributing to the exceptional performance of the in- 
vention. In the invention, the dry coefficient of friction 
between the conduit 45 and the core jacket 43 is less 
than about 0.20. More specifically, the static coeffi- 
cient of friction is less than about 0.1 2 and the dynam- 
ic coefficient of friction is less than about 0.18. Both 
figures represent substantial reductions in the coef- 
ficients of friction for the corresponding prior art 
cable. 

As noted above, the cable 11 shown in FIGURE 
2 has a conduit 45 with a liner 47. The new cable 11 
has a lubricant 53 between the conduit 45 and the 
core jacket 43 (and, specifically, between the conduit 
liner 47 and such jacket 43) which, preferably, is a 
synthetic lubricant 

A satisfactory lubricant 53 has a National Lubri- 
cation Grease Institute (NLGI) index of between 1.2 
and 1.8, most preferably about 1.5. (Such index is 
roughly analogous to viscosity of motor oil.) The pre- 
ferred lubricant 53 contains at least about 10% PTFE 
powder and most preferably about 20-30% PTFE 
powder. 

Referring again to FIGURES 3 and 4 in another 
aspect of the invention, the jacket 43 is embodied as 
a cylindrical wall which is annular in cross-section. In 
a preferred cable 11, the jacket 43 has a radial wall 
thickness T1 in excess of about 0.029-0.030 inches. 
This compares to a thickness of about 0.0155 inches 
in the corresponding prior art cable. And most prefer- 
ably, the wall thickness T1 is in excess of about 0.040, 
e.g., about 0.047 inches. 

Such increase in wail thickness (by up to a factor 
of 3) contributes dramatically to the column strength 
of the core 39, increasing it up to about twice that of 
the core column strength of the corresponding prior 
art cable. Abenefit of such increased column strength 
is that when the control cable 11 is used in applica- 
tions where the core 39 must be "pushed* (placed in 
compression), much higher forces can be applied 
without substantial risk of core deformity. (Attempts 
by others to increase column strength have involved 
using a wire rope with only a few strands. Column 
strength was, in fact, increased but at the expense of 
a dramatic reduction in flexibility and product life.) 

And unlike the corresponding prior art cable, cer- 
tain versions of the new cable 11 are free of "armor" 
around the center wire rope 41 . An armor-free core 39 
is significantly less expensive to manufacture. (The 
depiction of FIGURE 3 has a portion 103 showing an 
"armor" core. Such core has a central wire rope 41 
spirally over-wrapped with an "armor" comprising a 
thin, ribbon-like steel band 105 swaged in place. The 
jacket 43 overlays such armor or, in the new cable 11 , 
the wire rope 41.) 

Referring again to FIGURE 4 the new cable 11 
has an annular "gap" or space 107 between the inner 
liner 47 and the core 39. In the invention, the nominal 



radial dimension T2 of the space 1 07 does not exceed 
about 0.0075 inches. Such dimension T2 represents 
a reduction of about 0.0025 inches from the radial di- 
mension of the space in the corresponding prior art 
5 cable. 

While the principles of the invention have been 
described in connection with specific embodiments, 
it is to be understood clearly that such embodiments 
are by way of example and are not limiting. 

10 

Claims 

1. A control cable having a conduit and a core 
15 mounted for movement relative to the conduit and 

wherein (a) the core has an annular jacket, and 
(b) the jacket has a wall, the control cable being 
characterized in that: 

- the jacket wall has a thickness of at least 
20 about 0.029 inches; 

- the conduit has an inner liner; 

- there is an annular space between the inner 
liner and the core; and 

- the nominal radial dimension of the space 
25 does not exceed about 0.0075 inches. 

2. The cable of claim 1 further characterized in that: 

- the jacket is formed of a material which in- 
cludes polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE); 

30 - the conduit and the core have a coefficient 

of friction with respect to one another which 
is less than about 0.20. 

3. The cable of claim 2 further characterized in that: 
35 - a synthetic lubricant containing at least 

about 10% polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) pow- 
der is between the conduit and the core jacket. 

4. The cable of claim 1 further characterized in that: 
40 - the cable has a rod-like control member 

coupled to the core coaxial with the control 
member; and 

- the jacket material is substantially homoge- 
neous and includes at least 10% polytetra- 

45 fluoroethylene (PTFE) powder. 

5. The cable of claim 4 further characterized in that: 

- the jacket is annular in cross-section; and 

- the jacket wall has a thickness in excess of 
50 0.030 inches. 

6. The cable of claim 1 further characterized in that 

- the cable includes a sleeve and a control 
member coupled to the core; 

55 - the sleeve and the control member have a 

space therebetween and the cable has a 
device sealing the space, such device in- 
cluding: 
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- a first end having a first ridge sealing 
against the control member; 

- a second end attached to the sleeve; and 

- a second ridge between the ends and 
spaced from the first ridge. 5 

7. The cable of claim 6 further characterized in that 

- the first ridge has an apex circumscribing a 
first ridge area; 

- the second ridge has an apex circumscrib- 1 o 
ing a second ridge area; and 

- the ridge areas are different from one an- 
other. 

8. The cable of claim 7 further characterized in that: 1 5 

- the control member is a rod having a rod 
cross-sectional area; and 

- the first ridge area is in the range of 10-18% 
less than the rod cross-sectional area. 

20 

9. The cable of claim 7 further characterized in that: 

- the control member is a rod having a rod 
cross-sectional area; and 

- the second ridge area is in the range of 7- 

1 1 % less than the rod cross-sectional area. 25 

1 0. The cable of claim 8 further characterized in that: 

-the second ridge area is in the range of 7- 
11% less than the rod cross-sectional area. 

30 

11. A control cable having a conduit and a core 
mounted for movement relative to the conduit and 
wherein (a) the core has an annular jacket, and 
(b) the jacket has a wall, the control cable being 
characterized in that: 35 

- a lubricant containing PTFE is between the 
conduit and the core jacket; 

- the conduit has an inner liner and there is an 
annular space between the inner liner and 

the core; 40 

- the jacket wall has a thickness; and 

- the ratio of the thickness of the jacket wall 
to the radial dimension of the annular space 
is not less than about 3.8. 

45 
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